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Geneva, 17–19 March 2014 

 

BUSINESS: THE DRIVING FORCE FOR AFRICA’S ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION  
 

Following a decade of strong growth, Africa is back on the international stage. But in today’s highly 

competitive global environment, it must demonstrate that it is able to sustain this dynamic in the long 

term. These are the stakes for Africa as it enters a new phase of its economic development.  

The second AFRICA CEO FORUM provides African business leaders, public decision-makers and 

international investors with the opportunity to discuss ways to spur on Africa’s structural transformation 

and to make the most of the major changes that are under way.   

 

The programme centres on four high-level plenary sessions:  

 

1. Speeding up the transformation 1: Enhancing Africa’s competitiveness  

 

2. Speeding up the transformation 2: Beyond “Africapitalism” 

 

3. Identifying and seizing the opportunities 1: What place for African companies in major 

construction projects? 

 

4. Identifying and seizing the opportunities 2: The digital revolution and technological change 

 
 

Monday 17 March 2014 

13:30 - 14:00 Opening ceremony 

Plenary 1 
Speeding up the transformation 1 

Enhancing Africa’s competitiveness 

14:00 - 15:45 

If Africa continues to record annual growth rates above 5%, its main challenge remains its 

competitiveness. According to the World Bank, 14 out of the world’s 20 least competitive economies are 

in Africa. Industrialisation, the cost of labour, development of human capital, return on investment, 

economic diversification and inclusive growth are some of the areas that are crucial to making Africa 

more competitive, an essential prerequisite for its long-term development.  

• How competitive is Africa currently?  

• How does Africa compare with other emerging regions?  

• What must be done as a priority to boost the competitiveness of African economies? 

15:45 - 16:15 Networking break 

16:15 - 17:45 Workshops (two sessions of your choice) 

18:00 - 20:00 Welcome reception 
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Tuesday 18 March 2014 

Plenary 2 
Speeding up the transformation 2 

Beyond “Africapitalism” 

08:45 - 10:30 

The success of “Africapitalism”, a concept whereby the continent’s economic and social development is 

driven by the local private sector, illustrates the growing recognition of the role played by African 

companies in the continent’s transformation. 

Nonetheless, numerous obstacles are hampering their development and the advance of African 

capitalism. 

• Compared with international investors and the public sector, what contribution is the African 

private sector making to Africa’s GDP? Is this contribution the same as that in other emerging 

regions?  

• Do African companies have the capacity to take the lead role in the continent’s economic 

transformation? 

• In light of the increase in international investment, should African economic actors be protected?  

10:30 - 11:00 Networking break 

11:00 - 12:30 Workshops (two parallel sessions) 

12:30 - 14:00 Networking lunch 

Plenary 3 
Identifying and seizing the opportunities 1 

What place for African companies in major construction projects? 

14:00 - 15:45 

Infrastructure, electricity production, transport and telecommunications networks… large-scale 

construction projects are changing the face of Africa. They are mostly overseen by international 

institutions and implemented by multinational corporations, leaving only a minor role for African firms. 

Technical and financial input, preferential calls for tender, partnerships and the transfer of technologies 

are some of the many potential ways of increasing the participation of African actors in these 

undertakings.  

• What is the medium-term impact of such construction projects on regional integration and thus 

on business competitiveness?  

• Do African companies play a big enough part in these major projects?  

• What institutional and financial frameworks would help empower African businesses? 

15:45 - 16:15 Networking break 

16:15 - 17:45 Workshops (two parallel sessions)  

19:15 Cocktail  

Gala dinner 

Award ceremony 
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Wednesday 19 March 2014 

09:00 – 10:30 Workshops (two parallel sessions)  

Plenary 4 
Identifying and seizing the opportunities 2 

The digital revolution and technological change 

10:30 - 12:15 

The rise of African capitalism has coincided with a tremendous wave of technological innovation. 

However, while information technology is developing rapidly, despite the still inadequate infrastructure, 

its impact on corporate productivity still falls short of what it could be. While African businesses are 

plugging into the ongoing digital revolution,  they have not yet fully realized their potential. 

• Which countries are leading the way? What intellectual and physical environments have they put 

in place to facilitate knowledge sharing and dissemination?  

• How can African companies make use of technological and digital innovation to better serve the 

middle and disadvantaged classes? 

• Agribusiness, health, finance, telecommunications… How are these key sectors of the economy 

affected? 

12:15 - 12:45 Closing ceremony 

12:45 - 14:00 Farewell reception 

 

Speakers include 

• Donald Kaberuka, President, African Development Bank 

•••• Francisco Ferreira, Chief Economist for Africa, World Bank  

•••• Carlos Lopes, Executive Secretary, United National Economic Commission for Africa 

•••• Mo Ibrahim, President, Mo Ibrahim Foundation 

•••• Kola Karim, CEO, Shoreline 

•••• Ahmed Heika, Chairman and Founder, Citadel Capital 

•••• Thierry Tanoh, Group CEO, Ecobank 

•••• Strive Masiyiwa, Founder and Chairman, Econet 

•••• Maria-Luisa Abrantes, CEO, Angola Investment Agency 

•••• Ashish Thakkar, Founder, Mara Group 

•••• Jean-Louis Ekra, President and Chairman of the Board, Afreximbank 

•••• Bob Collymore, CEO, Safaricom 

•••• Kingsley Moghalu, Deputy Governor, Central Bank of Nigeria 

•••• Emmanuel Faber, Deputy General Manager, Danone 

•••• Daphne Mashile-Nkosi, Executive Chair, Kalahari Resources 

•••• Issad Rebrab, Chairman, Cevital 

•••• Albert Yuma, President, Gécamines 

•••• Valentine Rugwabiza, CEO, Rwanda Development Board 

•••• Lionel Zinsou, Chairman and CEO, PAI Partners 

•••• Moulay Hafid Elalamy, Minister, Ministry of Industry, Trade, Investment and Digital Economy 

•••• Hischam El-Agamy, Executive Director, IMD Lausanne  

•••• Mitchell Elegbe, Founder and Group MD, Interswitch, Nigeria 

 


